compulsion in religion" (2:256). Another verse (10:38) describes the Koran as
"confirmation of that which was before it and an exposition of that which is decreed
for mankind - There is no doubt -from the Lord of the Worlds". In other words the Koran
is a confirmation of earlier messages from God. Allah's intentions are made crystal clear
in the following words: "Had Allah willed He could have made you (all) one nation, but
He sendeth whom He will astray and guideth Whom He will, and Ye will indeed be asked
of what ye used to do". (16:93) The Koran further asks the Muslims to tell the.disbelievers
"unto you, your religion and unto me my reigion" (109:1-6), although what the two
groups worship are entirely different. As a result of these clear commandments from on
High, the early Muslim rulers and conquerors scrupulously adhered to the principle of
tolerance. They gave the choice to the new peoples either to embrace Islam or to retain
their particular religions and pay the prescribed taxes to the Muslim state. The Prophet
sternly cautioned his Companions "against oppressing and torturing the non-Muslim
subjects or forcibly depriving them of their rightful possessions. If the Muslims were
found guilty of any of these reprehensible acts he i.e., Muhammad (SAS) will stand for
the non-Muslims against the guilty Muslims on the Day of Judgement." (Abu Dawood Vol.
2 quoted in Paighamber -E-lkhlaq, Ibid, P 166). In this context, it is appropriate to recall
the oft-quoted incident of Caliph Omar politely declining to offer his evening prayer in
the Church of Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem soon after his victorious entry into the city,
lest his act should persuade his followers to claim it for themselves as a converted
mosque. However, several of the later Muslim conquerors and rulers, particularly of
Turkish and Afghan origin, departed from this Koranic code of political conduct towards
places of worship of other religions for various reasons, like greed for the booty, assertion
of ego, a loud symbol of subjugation etc. In modern times too, countries with Muslim
majorities tend to declare themselves as Islamic states;\and to adopt policies of
discrimination of varying degrees against the minorities professing other faiths, some of
which do derive their inspiration from the Koran itself. There are, however, some shining
examples of Muslim majority states practising the Koranic principles of tolerance and
peace. Muslims living as minorities in states dominated by followers of other religions
do have a duty to support the second kind of states rather than the first, if they are to be
true to the message of the Prophet. All these facts and considerations have to be borne
in mind while understanding the other Koranic concepts of Umrah and Jehad. What
does Umrah mean? Does it signify a community for religious purposes only or does it
also demand extra-territorial loyalty in the political sense ? Similarly, how Jehad, which
originally meant struggle in the path of Allah, be interpreted in the modern context of
pluralist states and the rapid globalisation ? Finding satisfactory answers to these and
similar questions consistently with the Koranic spirit, is the biggest challenge facing the
Muslims of the present day.
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